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not on the question of passive resistance by any means, because
I don't think there was any difference of opinion as to passive
resistance. A great many side issues were brought forward having
no bearing on the present trouble.
Upon the dissolution of this meeting, those who disapproved
of the action of the secretary immediately formed themselves into
a procession and a meeting was held at ^Ir. Rustomjee's premises
and a new body was formed, with Mr. Dawad Mohamed as presi-
dent and Mr, Omar Haji Amod Jhaveri as secretary, two of the
most respected Mohammedans in the community. At this meet-
ing a resolution was passed in support of the movement, and a
collection was taken for defraying the expenses in connection
with the fares, etc., of the passive resisters who accompanied me
to court imprisonment. The utmost enthusiasm prevailed, and it
was considered that the most reasonable and peaceful Indians
would join this body. Personally, I feel that if this new Association
is worked along strict passive resistance lines, then those who may
be considered hostile to this body and even to the movement will
ultimately throw in their lot with the body. That the movement
has a strong hold in Natal is demonstrated by the fact that Natal
has supplied the largest number of gaol-goers. There are at present
nearly 100 Indians in the gaols at Maritzburg and Newcastle, and
of these by far the largest number are from Natal and include all
sections of the Indian community.
A strike, too, which promises to become very formidable, is
going on in Natal. Up to now six collieries are affected and 2,000
Indians are on strike. I may say that, though I had hoped that
the strike would come about, I had never expected that the res-
ponse would be so spontaneous, sudden and large.
The ladies who tried to get arrested at Vereeniging, as the
public knows, failed, and they have further crossed over into Natal,
where they were left untouched. When they went into Natal, they
were joined by eight men, none of whom was arrested on the
Natal border. It was proposed that they should go to Newcastle
and there place the position before the men serving on the collieries
and ask them to strike work pending the promise of removal of the
annual tax of £3 which ex-indentured Indians and their wives and
children have to pay.
The presence of these brave women who had never suffered
hardship and had never spoken at public meetings acted like elec-
tricity, and the men left their work.
The strike is being conducted on purely passive resistance
Sues, and the men have instructions on no account to use physical

